
SHOWN IS THE APRIL 2008 
issue of Outdoor Life magazine,
 
which ealls Dillon the eighth best,
 
town in the country for hunting and
 
fishing in a total of 200 places.
 

Secret sout·, 

Dillon 
ranks ifi< 
hunting, 
fishing 
Town makes magazine's 
TQP 10 list; Butte at, No. 30 
By :NICK GEVOCK ~-.••_', ';"'_," , 
o/The Montana Standar,d , 

DILLON - Kim McLaughlin 
hunted and fished around here 
for two decades before he finally 
got the itch to move to this 
outdoors paradise, " 

"That's why I came here," 
McLaughlin, who moved to Dillon 
three years ago, said recently of 
hunting and fishing around 
Dillon. "It's a great area." 

McLaughlin packed up from 
his home in Oregon, where he 
earned his living in the timber 
industry, and'made the move 
to Dillon. He:bought Uncle Bob's 
Outdoors and has grown the 
business to inglude more gear. 

It turns out that McLaughlin 
isn't the on\y one who's noted the 

, incredible opportunities for 
hunters and anglers in southwest 
Montana. 

Outdoor Life magazine in a'JJ 
article titled "Paradise Found" 
recently named Dillon the eighth 
best town in the country for hunt­
ing and fishing in a total ranking 
of the top 200 communities 
nationwide. 

Writer Andrew McKean noted 
that Dillon is surrounded with 
"public-land elk sharing space 
with moose, mule deer, mountain 
goats and bighorn sheep." 

And the Beaverhead River and 
other area fisheries make up 
some of the best trout fishirig in 
the West, the magazine touted. 
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It's hardly a secret that 
Dillonites have long 
enjoyed' excellent hunting 
andli~hing. B~t 'Il~W it's 
been branded by orie of the 
larger hook and bullet 

,magazines in the cOJmtry. 
, 'Ye(Oillonwasn't',the 

,', ,only town' in'th~ Tre!asure 
State'to make th~ li~'t. In 
fact, ~t didn't ~~enrl:l~k 
the hIghest, ,",,!,:' 

Outdoor Life pegged 
Lewistown 'as the sixth 
best, Livingston'is ' 
ranked 13 and Helena 
came in ranked 16, The 
four Montana town~''iJl' 
thetop 20 wete'mor~ . .' 
than forapy Other.s,t~te. 

:autte als\il made'the 
list -Wfth a ranking o'f 30. 

, The article said in , 
loo.king at tpwns witb a 
population' of 4,000'01' ',. 
larger, it factored in 
quality of life measures,. 
illduding housihg price$, 
m:eqian household', . 
incomeaIld ~ommute 
time. Then it took irtto ';, 
,acGount the, sporting , 
opportunitie's sll,ch as, < 

trophy,potential, a9ce.ss, ' 
to puplic land aBd ," 
,whether hunting ,arid 
fi:shing is possible'year 

. round. 
, The 'sporting oPI>ortu­
nitleS were given a, 
higlj.er emphasis when 
the measures were fed 
into a database to get the 

. r~I)king, ,tbe t:ri"ga~iI).e". 
'said' ", .,,' ',; ' .. ",', 
•. The.'r~h~ihg wa's"n~tb . 
surprise to Bill 
Forrester, owner of 
Carriage HOllse Realty 
and a DillOn native. He 
said in recent years ' 
,abo1,1t half of bissales to 

, out-of-state residents
 
have be,en to people
 
who've :Silid they're com­

ing to ,Dillon to hunt aBd
 
fish~: 'j ' .. ~ 

"It 'definitely has been 
a qriviq.g factor.in the 
real estate market for , 

, th,e'last five to 10 years,'; 
he said. ' 

Most of those people 
have sold a home for a 
substantial 'price some­
where else and then buy 
in Dillon. Forrester said 
he's seen retirees, as 
well as people in. their 
l"te 40$' and 50s Who 
bring their jobs with 
them and telecommute;, 

McUlUghlin said 
although he agrees the 
hl\nting anq. fishing 
around Dillon are incred- ' 
ible, one ,part 'of the arti-, 
cle made him laugh. It ' 
stated that people "Move 
here for the elk hunting, 

stay fOfthe ~ffordable 
housing an'd thriving high­
tech economy." 

He said he's not aware 
of hign-tech jobs in com­
puters or other fields in 
Dillon at all. And that 
explains why most oJ tne 
people who do nf6v~ t6' 
Dillon from elsewhere are 
older because good paying 
jobs are hal'd'to:,cam'e:by. 

"Yo1:1lbett~r'brhlg,'your ' 
money :with',y:o,u/, h~'$aid. 

, ~.' f ' 


